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Messiah Son of Joseph 

 

“There is, in rabbinic literature, a figure called Messiah ben Joseph. This Messiah comes 

from Galilee to die, pierced by ruthless foes, at the gate of Jerusalem. Upon his death, Israel 

are scattered amidst the nations. But his death, as we shall see, confounds Satan, atones for 

sin, and abolishes death itself. And then he is raised to life again.”  

 

Messiah ben Joseph, pg. 1 

David C. Mitchell 

 

 

1. Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, Testament of Benjamin 3:6-8 - (ca. 100 BC): 

 
6 Joseph also urged our father to pray for his brothers, that the Lord would not hold them 

accountable for their sin which they so wickedly committed against him. 7 And Jacob cried 

out, ‘O noble child, you have crushed the inner feelings of Jacob, your father.’ He embraced 

him and kept kissing him for two hours, saying, 

 

‘In you will be fulfilled the heavenly prophecy which says that the spotless one will be 

defiled by lawless men and the sinless one will die for the sake of impious men.’1 

 

 

2.  Pesikta Rabbati – a collection of Aggadah (Jewish homilies or stories) non-legally binding 

stories based on the text of the Bible, which incorporates history, beliefs, lore, and moral teachings. 

Although assembled in the 9th century, many scholars believe the material had circulated within 

Jewish communities since before Jesus' birth.  

 

“In the month of Nisan, in the year when the Messiah appears, the Patriarchs will ask him 

whether he is displeased with Israel because of the affliction he endured on their account.  

 

The Messiah will reply that all he did was for the sake of the Patriarchs and the children of 

Israel, that they might benefit from God’s abundant goodness.  

 

Then God will cloak the Messiah is something of the splendor of His own glory as 

protection against the nations of the earth and will tell him not to fear them.  

 

It was also taught, that in the month of Nisan the Patriarchs will arise and say to the 

Messiah: Ephraim, our true Messiah, even though we are your forbearers, you are greater 

than we are because you did suffer for the iniquities of our children…”2 

 

Pesikta Rabbati 36 

 

 

 

 1 James H. Charlesworth, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 1 (New York;  London: Yale University Press, 
1983), 826. 
 2 Patai, Raphael. The Messiah Texts: Jewish Legends of Three Thousand Years. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1988  
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In that hour the nations became awestruck and said before him: "Master of the World! Who 

is he into whose hand we shall fall, what is his name and what his nature?"  

 

The Holy One,blessed be He, said to them: "His name is Ephraim, My True Messiah.  

 

He will raise his stature and the stature of his generation, and will light up the eyes of Israel, 

and will save his people, and no nation and language shall be able to stand up against him. 

All his enemies and adversaries will be affrighted and will flee from him...and even the 

rivers will cease to flow into the sea…” 

 

[When He created the Messiah,] the Holy One, blessed be He, began to tell him the 

conditions [of his future mission], and said to him: "Those who are hidden with you [your 

generation], their sins will in the future force you into an iron yoke, and they will render you 

like unto this calf whose eyes have grown dim, and they will choke your spirit with the 

yoke, and because of their sins your tongue will cleave to the roof of your mouth (Psalm 

22). Do you accept this?" 

 

The Messiah said before the Holy One, blessed be He: "Master of the World! Will that 

suffering last many years?"  

 

The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: "By your life and the life of my head, it is a 

septenary of it that I decreed upon you. But if your soul is troubled, I shall banish them as 

from this moment." 

 

He said before Him: "Master of the Worlds! With gladness in my soul and with joy in my 

heart I accept it, so that not a single one of Israel should perish; and not only those who will 

be alive should be saved in my days, but even the dead who have died from the days of 

Adam the first man until now. And not only they, but even the stillborn should be saved in 

my days; and not only the stillborn, but even those to whose creation You gave thought but 

who were not created. This is what I want, this is what I accept!"3 

 

Pesikta Rabbati (161) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 3 Patai, Raphael. The Messiah Texts: Jewish Legends of Three Thousand Years. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1988  
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3. Babylonian Talmud – 

 

Once the Messiah ben David saw Messiah ben Yosef, who was killed, he says to the Holy 

One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, I ask of you only life; that I will not suffer the 

same fate.  

 

The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to him: Life? Even before you stated this request, your 

father, David, already prophesied about you with regard to this matter precisely, as it is 

stated:  

 

“He asked life of You, You gave it to him; even length of days for ever and ever” (Psalms 

21:5).4 

 

Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a 

 

 

Granted, according to the one who said that the lament is for Messiah ben Yosef who was 

killed, this would be the meaning of that which is written in that context:  

 

“And they shall look unto Me because they have thrust him through; 

 and they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for his only son” (Zechariah 12:10) 

 

For what is the nature of this eulogy? The Gemara answers: Rabbi Dosa and the Rabbis 

disagree concerning this matter. One said that this eulogy is for Messiah ben Yosef who 

was killed in the war of Gog from the land of Magog prior to the ultimate redemption with 

the coming of Messiah ben David. 

 

Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://www.sefaria.org/Sukkah.52a.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en 

https://www.sefaria.org/Sukkah.52a.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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4. Targums – Targum means translation and is used to refer to Aramaic translations of the Hebrew 

Bible.  

 

“And I shall cause to rest upon the house of David and upon the dwellers of Jerusalem a 

spirit of prophecy and true prayer. And afterwards Messiah bar (= son) of Ephraim shall 

go forth to engage in battle with Gog, and Gog will slay him before the gate of Jerusalem. 

 

And they will look to me and inquire of me why the nations pierced Messiah bar Ephraim, 

and they will mourn for him like a father and mother mourn for an only son and will be in 

bitterness over him like the bitterness over a firstborn.”  

 

An addition to Targum, Zechariah 12:10 

 

 


