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Week 31 - John 3:16 & Gen. 22:2 

“the Son you love” 

 
 
1. Structure of John 3:14-18 -  Some translations hold John 3:16-21 to continue to be a quote from 
Jesus while newer scholarship places John 3:16 and following to begin an explainatory comment by 
John:  
   

John 3:14-18 (New English Translation (NET)) — 14 Just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes [to have faith, to trust, entrust] in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world should be saved through him. 18 The one who believes in him is not 
condemned. The one who does not believe has been condemned already, because he 
has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God. 

 
Craid Keener in his commentary The Gospel of John: 2 Volumes writes1 
 

John’s language is qualitative (how) rather than quantitative (so much). Οὕτως (houtos) 
means, “This is how God loved the world”; the cross is the ultimate expression of his 
love.  
 
Nowhere in this Gospel does God say, “I love you”; rather, he demonstrates his love 
for humanity by self-sacrifice, and demands the same practical demonstration of love from his 
followers.  

 
 
2. First Mention of Love:   
 

• John’s first mention of the word Love is in John 3:16. 
 

• John’s mention of Love connects to the first use of the word Love (Ahav אָהַב) in the Hebrew 
Bible: 
 

o Genesis 22:2  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 1 Keener, Craig S.. The Gospel of John : 2 Volumes (Kindle Locations 17875-17880). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle 
Edition.  
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3. A Father’s Love and His Only Son: 
 
 

Genesis 22:2 John 

Abraham the Father God the Father 

Isaac the only [unique] Son Jesus the only [unique] Son 

Love Love 

Sacrificial Love Sacrificial Love 

Obedience Obedience 

Exodus 40:34-35 – God dwells w/ his people  

 

God said, "Take your son--your only son, 
whom you love, Isaac 

For this is the way God loved the world: He 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. 

 
 
4. Genesis 22 and First-Century Interpretations of Isaac - 
 

• God is NOT advocating literal child sacrificial offering – Genesis 22 is highly symbolic in it’s 
structure, symbols and word choice.  

 

• God IS advocating – offering up that which we “Love” of our selves the most. This offering up 
of self is made in trusting obedience and brings us closer to God.  
 

• Symbolic – willingness to obey and offer up aspects of your self which you “love.”  
 

• Abraham has faith in/trusts the COVENANT relationship he entered with God (Genesis 15). 
Abraham understand the strength of a covenant in the Ancient Near East.  

 
5. Genesis 22 Interpretive Notes:  
 

• "Here I am (hineni -  הנני) – total availability and a complete willingness to serve.  
 

• “Offer (olah (עֹלָה)) him there as a burnt offering (leolah ( ה  The Hebrew word olah – ((לְעֹל ָ֔
(translated as “offering”) comes from a verb meaning “to go up” or “ascend.” As a burnt 
offering—completely consumed by fire—it symbolizes total devotion to God. An acceptable 
olah not only rises to God but also elevates the worshiper, reflecting a life offered wholly and 
without reservation.  

 

o A burnt offering (le‘olah) is a specific type of offering within the broader category of 

qorban ( קָרְבָן), a general Hebrew term for offerings. Qorban is derived from the root 
qarav, meaning “to draw near.” In the biblical worldview, we draw near to God 
through acts of offering—whether for atonement, thanksgiving, or worship—and 
whether the offering is an animal, oil, flour, or another gift.   
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• v. 2 – “mountain” – the story has an ascending nature to it.  
 

 
“So he said to his servants, “You two stay here with the donkey while the boy and I go up there.  

We will worship and then we will return to you.” 
 

• v. 5 – How does Abraham know that “we” will return?  
 

Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father?” “Here I am, my son” he replied.  
“Here is the fire and the wood,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  

“God will provide for himself the lamb for the burnt offering, 
 

• vv. 7-8 – How does Abraham know that “God will provide” the offering?  
 
“for now I know that you fear God because you did not withhold your son, your only son, from me.” 
 

• v. 12 – helps us understand the point of the “test” from verse 1.  
 

• v. 16 – because of Abrahams obedience his descendants will receive blessings. Because 
Abraham demonstrated “trusting faith.”  
 

• v. 19 – where did Isaac go?   
 

• The Hebrew word for “son” (ben – ן  appears ten times in the short span of just nineteen (בֵּ
verses—a frequency that goes beyond what is necessary for simple narration. In biblical 
symbolism, the number ten often represents wholeness or completion (e.g., Ten 
Commandments, Ten Plagues). This repetition emphasizes the completeness of the 
narrative—a story of love, trust, and total obedience. It is not merely about a father and a son; 
it’s about the fullness of surrender and the total offering of what is most beloved to God.  

 
6. First-century Interpretation of Isaac:  
 

• While Isaac appears to play a quiet role in Genesis, by the first century, he had come to be 

seen as the paradigm of a willing and obedient martyr—one who joyfully accepts his role in 

God’s redemptive plan. 

 

• See the handout of the Targum comparisons.  
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7. A Spiritual Journey – throughout the Genesis 22:1-19 narration there are clues from the writer of 
Genesis that this is a spiritual journey for Abraham.  
 

• Ascending Nature – Abraham is meeting God on a mountain and offering an olah – a burnt 
offering – in which the smoke ascends to God.  
 

• Three Days – v. 4 includes the detain that on the “third day” Abraham lifted his eyes. Three 
days is indicative of a spiritual journey.  
 

• The Dissapearing Donkey – A Symbolic Detail 
 

o One curious detail in the Genesis 22 narrative is the mention—and later, the 
disappearance—of the donkey. Why include this detail? And why does the donkey 
vanish from the story?  
 

o The Hebrew word for donkey is (hamor - חֲמוֹר), a noun related to the verb ḥāmar, 
meaning “to heap up” or “to pile.” Hamar is associated with material goods, as in 
Hosea 3:2, where Hosea redeems his wife with “a homer and a half of barley.”   
 

o In Hebrew thinking, names reflect function, not form. Unlike the Western 
preoccupation with appearance (e.g., "What did Jesus look like?"), the biblical mindset is 
more interested in what something does. This explains the theological richness behind 
names like “Yeshua” (Jesus), which means “Yahweh is salvation.”   
 

o A donkey, therefore, is named for its function—a beast of burden, tied to the material 
world because it carries physical goods. It represents the weight of the material or 
earthly realm. 
 

o Throughout scripture, donkeys often appear when someone is on a spiritual 
journey. For example, Balaam and his donkey (Num. 22), or Jesus riding a donkey into 
Jerusalem (Matt. 21).   
 

o In Genesis 22, the narrative begins with Abraham loading his donkey for the journey. 
The text emphasizes this detail twice, drawing the reader’s attention to the donkey’s 
presence.   
 

o But once Abraham and Isaac ascend the mountain to approach God in worship, the 
donkey disappears from the story—and so does Isaac! They have moved into a 
higher, spiritual realm.     
 

o By Genesis 22:19, Abraham returns alone to the servants. There is no mention of 
Isaac or the donkey. The omission is striking. Abraham has symbolically left behind 
both the material world and, possibly, the son he was prepared to offer. He has 
encountered the divine—and everything has changed.  


