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1. The God Who Comes Down'

e When the Bible uses the phrase “God came down,” it relates to God’s actions concerning his
creation.

¢ God intervenes in human events, reveals, saves, judges, and redeems.

Genesis 11:5 — "But the Lotd came down to see the city and the tower which the sons
of men had built."

Exodus 3:7-8 — “The Lord said, ‘T have surely seen the affliction of My people who are
in Egypt...So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians.”

e The Aramaic Targums often interpret these verses as “the Word of the LORD came down.”
John draws on this common interpretation when he refers to Jesus as the Logos.

e These actions by God are foundational for understanding His plan of redemption:
o People of God
o Place of God
o Presence of God
Revelation 21:3 - “Look! The residence of God is among human beings. He will live
among them; they will be his people, and God himself will be with them. (NET)

2. Metaphor of Up and Down:
e For all human beings, God is up.
o Metaphors We Live By — Lakoff and Johnson
o We understand all things through metaphors.
o Up = God, goodness, order, peace, love & light.

o Down = evil, chaos, hatred, suffering & darkness.

1 John Ronning, (2010). The Jewish Targums and John’s Logos Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, pp.
174-175.
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3. Ancient Near Eastern Cultures and Biblical Language Reflect this Metaphor:

This universal metaphor is reflected throughout the Bible. God is up. His presence dwells in Jerusalem.
Any movement to Jerusalem is a spiritual movement #p to God.

Psalm 122:3-4 — “Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely compacted together. That
is where the tribes go up — the tribes of the LORD — to praise the name of the LORD
according to the statute given to Israel.”

| John 2:13 — “Jesus went up to Jerusalem.”

God’s redemptive story is rooted in three defining moments: Creation, liberation through the Exodus,
and renewal in Jesus' resutrection. John’s Gospel intentionally echoes the structute of both Creation
and Exodus as it builds toward the resurrection, revealing deeper layers of meaning in Jesus’ life and
mission.

Exodus John
Exodus 3:8 — God delivers - Delivers (John 3:106)
Exodus 3:13-14 — God reveals His Name - Reveals (John 17:6)
Exodus 4 — 14 — God Judges - Judges (John 12:31)
Exodus 19-20 — God reveals His will - Dwells (John 1:14)
Exodus 34:5 — God reveals aspects of character
Exodus 40:34-35 — God dwells w/ his people

4. Born Again or Born From Above or Both?

“Unless one is born again (anéthen), he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
e God’s Word comes down from above and has the power to transform — to make new.

e We are made in the image of God and therefore crave redemption, renewal, and restoration.
When we seek a higher power (above) to assist us in achieving this transformation, we can truly
effect change.

o Human beings possess a deep, universal longing for renewal, a desire reflected in the
spiritual practices and rituals of the world’s religions.

o In baptism, the old self is symbolically laid to rest, and a new life begins. For eatly
Christians, it marked the sacred entry into a community of faith.

o New Year’s Eve is a contemporary ritual that seeks to achieve the same outcome.
Father Time has grown old, and we anticipate a fresh start where we resolve to live our
lives differently.

o InJohn’s Gospel, spirit and water are closely linked as symbols of renewal, marking the
boundary between old life and new through the act of immersion.
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4. The Son of Man is Lifted Up:

John 3:14-15 — “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in Him will have
eternal life.”

e Here, Jesus references Numbers 21:8-9. But what does it mean?

"Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole (INe)...
everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, will live.' So Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on the pole; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man,
when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived."
e In the Hebrew Bible, 7es (93) can mean "bannet," "standard," or "sign," something
conspicuous that symbolizes a greater reality. In modern Hebrew, nes is the standard word for
"miracle."

e The first occurrence of nes is Exodus 17:15, after the Israelites defeat the Amalekites. Moses
builds an altar and calls it Adonai Nissi — which means “our banner.”

e The “nes” refers to Moses holding up his hands. When Moses raised his hands, the Israelites
looked upward and began to prevail.

e The “nes” points upward to the power of God who intervenes, saves, and provides divine
power to His people.

5. Intertestamental Interpretation from Wisdom of Solomon 16:6-7:
"They were afflicted for a short time as a warning, and were given a symbol of

salvation to remind them of your law. For the one who turned toward it was
saved, not by what he saw, but by you, the Savior of all."

6. Messiah is a nes — Isaiah 11:10-12
“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner (#es)for the peoples; the

nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious...He will lift up a
standard (#es) for the nations and assemble the banished of Israel."
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7. Jesus our nes — Jesus Nissi
e Jesus is lifted up on the cross
e Jesus is lifted up in his resurrection,
e Jesus is lifted up to the right hand of the Father

He is the true nes. He is the rallying point for God's people. He draws our eyes upward, focusing our
attention on God’s saving power.

8. Conclusion:

e We are rejuvenated and reborn from above, transformed by divine power.
e The strength of our salvation originates from above
e It is essential that we remain looking upward, receiving God’s power through Jesus, “Nzss?’—

our only true “nes.”

I lift up my eyes to the mountains. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1-2
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