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1. Transmission of God’s Word – 5 Theories of Inspiration1   
 

 - How involved is John in crafting his Gospel letter? 
 

• Intuition Theory - This theory views inspiration as a fully human process. Writers of Scripture 
are seen as men with extraordinary insight and wisdom regarding life, reality, and spiritual 
matters. There is no direct divine involvement.  
 

• Illumination Theory - Illumination introduces the idea of divine influence but stops short of 
direct intervention. In this view, God enlightens or enhances the minds of biblical writers, 
giving them a deeper understanding of spiritual matters. However, there is no direct guidance 
or control over the words they choose to write.    

 

• Dynamic Theory - The dynamic theory is widely accepted among biblical scholars and is also 
the view held by Fig Tree Ministries. In this perspective, God actively inspires the message by 
providing the divine truth needed to be communicated, but the content of how the message 
is communicated is up to the individual author. The writers retain their personal style, cultural 
expressions, and unique perspectives. 
 

• Verbal Theory - This theory asserts that God's influence extends to the very words used by 
the writers, ensuring precise divine communication. However, this creates difficulties in 
interpretation since different accounts of the same events (e.g., in Matthew, Mark, and Luke) 
use varying Greek words. Critics of this theory question why God would direct different 
wording if the intention were absolute verbal precision. 
 

• Dictation Theory - Dictation theory suggests that the writers of Scripture were passive 
instruments, merely recording words dictated by God. This view likens the writers to a "divine 
typewriter." While popular among some Fundamentalist groups, very few scholars support this 
view. Critics point out that if God were dictating the text, discrepancies between parallel 
accounts in Scripture would be difficult to explain. 
 

Secondary Issues –  
 

• Subsequent Translations—Most people do not read the Bible in its original Hebrew or 
Greek. We rely on translations, which vary significantly based on the version we use (e.g., King 
James Version, English Standard Version, New International Version). Because of differences 
in sentence structure and syntax between Biblical Hebrew and modern English, translators 
must make interpretive decisions that are often influenced by their own theological frameworks.   
 

• Interpretation – The Meaning Beyond the Words -  Throughout church history the 
interpretive meaning of the scripture has changed and evolved. Which interpretation of 
meaning is correct? Is interpretation inspired? How can we tell the difference?  

 
 
 

 
 1 Millard J. Erickson, (2013). Christian Theology, 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, pp. 174-175.  
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2. Rhetorical Device in John – Saying, Misunderstanding, Explanation 
 

• Misunderstandings are often overly literal. The hearer misinterprets the symbol for something 
literal.  

 
Example from John 2: 
 

1. Saying – Jesus declares, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it in three days.” 
 

2. Misunderstanding – The Jewish leaders assume he’s talking about the literal physical Temple. 
 

3. Explanation – John clarifies: Jesus was speaking about his body. 
 
Example from John 3 and Nicodemus: 
 

1. Saying – Jesus says, “No one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” (The Greek 
here can also be read as "born again.") 
 

2. Misunderstanding – Nicodemus responds, “Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb?” 
 

3. Explanation – Jesus explains that he’s referring to spiritual rebirth—of water and Spirit—not 
physical birth. 

 
Example from John 4 and the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well:  
 

1. Saying – Jesus says, “he would have given you living water.” Living water is water that flows to you, 
like from a spring, and it is also a Gift from God. Jesus and the Samaritan woman are at a well, 
which does not have living water.  
 

2. Misunderstanding – “You have no bucket, this well is deep.”  
 

3. Explanation – Jesus explains that ‘living water’ comes from worshiping God in spirit.  
 

3. Major Symbolism in John: 
 

• Light and Darkness 
 

• Water/Living Water and Spirit 
 

• Glory/Crucifixion 
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4. Communication Through Characters:  
 

• John the Baptist 

• Disciples 

• Mother 

• Nicodemus 

• Samaritan Woman 

• Lame Man at Bethesda 

• Blind Man and Pool of Silom  

• Lazarus 

• Pilate  

• Judas 

• Peter 
 
5. Spiritual Journey of Nicodemus – From Darkness to Light: 
 

• John tells us that Nicodemus – a Pharisee and religious leader visited Jesus “at night” (John 3:2). 
This is symbolic of spiritual darkness.   
 

• Nicodemus is religious but in spiritual darkness. He is bound by his literal religious 
understanding.  
 

• But Nicodemus is not fixed. In John 7:50, Nicodemus is distancing himself from the religious 
leaders in defense of Jesus.  
 

• At the end of John’s Gospel, Nicodemus is fully in the “light” – both literally and figuratively.   
 

• John even reminds us in John 19:39 that Nicodemus had “previously come to Jesus at night.” 
 

• He is assisting Joseph of Arimathea with Jesus’ burial.  
 

• Myrrh is associated with resurrection.  
 

• Nicodemus contributes seventy-five pounds of Myrrh, which is an extravagant amount! This 
indicates that he was anticipating Jesus’ resurrection.  
 

• John illustrates the journey from literalism to spiritual illumination—a journey out of 
darkness and into the light. 


