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Temple in Jerusalem
Soreg— “Dividing Wall”
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The Soreg was a low stone balustrade or barrier that
surrounded the inner courts of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem during the Herodian period.

It served as a physical and symbolic boundary between
the Court of the Gentiles and the inner sacred areas of
the Temple, which were restricted to Jews only.

Soreg Inscription:

“No foreigner shall enter within the forecourt and the
balustrade around the sanctuary. Whoever is caught will
have himself to blame for his subsequent death.”

Soreg Inscription, Israel Museum, Jerusalem
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Josephus, The Wars of the Jews, Book 5, Chap. 5, (193-194) —

“there was a partition made of stone all round, whose height was three cubits: its
construction was very elegant; upon it stood pillars, at equal distances from one another,
declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, and some in Roman letters, that “no foreigner
should go within that sanctuary;” for that second [court of the] temple was called “the
Sanctuary;”

Key Features of the Soreg:

e Structure: The Soreg was a stone fence about 3 to 4.5 feet high (1-1.3 meters), made of
finely dressed stones.

e Location: It encircled the inner courts of the Temple, marking the limit beyond which
Gentiles could not pass. Inside the Soreg were the Court of the Women, the Court of Israel,
and the Sanctuary.

o Religious Significance: The Soreg symbolized the holiness boundaries of the Temple,
reinforcing distinctions between Jews and Gentiles in worship and access to God’s presence.

“If anyone else comes near [the Tabernacle], they shall be put to death.”
Numbers 1:51

“No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and flesh is to enter my sanctuary, not even the
foreigners who live among the Israelites.”  Ezekiel 44:9

e New Testament Context — Acts 21:27-29: Paul is falsely accused of bringing a Gentile
beyond the Soreg, inciting a riot. This illustrates the strict enforcement and deep sensitivity
surrounding this boundary in Second Temple Judaism.

o Theological Reflection — Ephesians 2:13—-18: Paul uses the Soreg as a metaphor for
division between Jews and Gentiles, calling it the "dividing wall of hostility." He proclaims
that through Christ, this wall has been broken down, creating one new humanity and
granting all people access to the Father by one Spirit—a radical reversal of the Temple’s
strict separations.

“And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the
name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without
desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant— these I will bring to my holy
mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all nations.” Isaiah 56:6
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