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Gospel of John 
Week 27 - John 2:13-25 

“Destroy this Temple and I will raise it again in three days.” 

 
1. The Future Glory of God and His Temple -   
 

• After the destruction of Solomon’s Temple in 586 BC, the Jewish people longed for the 
Temple to be rebuilt and God’s glory to return to Jerusalem.   
 

• The Temple built after the return from captivity was a diminished version of Solomon’s.  
 

• Approximately 19 BC, Herod the Great undertook an ambitious building project to rebuild and 
expand the Temple and its surrounding sanctuary.  
 
 

2. Intertestamental Jewish Writings -   
 

• These writings help us understand the development of ethical, theological, eschatological, and 
Messianic expectations that led into the first century and the Gospels.   

 

• Apocrypha—writings between 250 and 100 BC. They are found in the canon of the Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox Bibles and were printed as an appendix to the King James Version 
Bibles until 1885.1 

 

• Pseudepigrapha—writings between 250 BC and 100 AD—help us understand several crucial 
aspects of Second Temple Judaism's religious, theological, and cultural world.  

 

• Dead Sea Scrolls - the scrolls open a window into the Jewish world of the first century, the 
very world in which Jesus, his disciples, and the early church lived and thought. These texts, 
discovered at Qumran, date from roughly 250 BCE to 70 CE, directly overlapping with the 
time of the New Testament. 

 

• Philo of Alexandria - vital for understanding the intellectual and theological environment of 
the New Testament, especially the Gospel of John and early Christian thought. Philo (c. 20 
BCE – 50 CE) was a Hellenistic Jewish philosopher who lived in Alexandria, Egypt. 

 

• Aramaic Targums—Studying the Aramaic Targums is essential for understanding how 
ancient Jewish communities interpreted and applied Scripture in the centuries surrounding 
Jesus's life and the formation of the New Testament. The Targums are Aramaic paraphrases 
and expansions of the Hebrew Bible, created to make the Scriptures accessible to Jews who no 
longer spoke Hebrew fluently, especially during the Second Temple and early rabbinic periods. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 1 https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Apocrypha-Books/ 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Apocrypha-Books/
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3. The Texts 

 

• Apocrypha: Tobit 13:102, (builder unknown) 
 

"Acknowledge the Lord, for he is good, and bless the King of the ages,  
so that his Tabernacle will be rebuilt in you in joy." 

 

• Pseudepigrapha: Book of Jubilees (1:17-18) (builder - God) 
 

"I will build my sanctuary in their midst and live with them. I will be their God, and 
they will be my people in truth and righteousness. I will not abandon them, because I 
am the Lord their God."3 

 

• Pseudepigrapha: Testament of Benjamin (9:2) – (unknown builder) 
 

“But in your allotted place will be the temple of God, and the latter temple will 

exceed the former in glory. The twelve tribes shall be gathered there and all the 

nations, until such time as the Most High shall send forth his salvation through the 

ministration of the unique prophet.”4 

 

• Dead Sea Scrolls: 11QTempleXXIX – (God is the builder) 
 

"They shall for me be a people, and I will be for them forever, and I shall establish 

them forever and always. I shall sanctify my temple with my glory, for I shall 

make my glory reside over it until the day of creation, when I shall create my 

temple, establishing it for myself forever, in accordance with the covenant which I 

made with Jacob at Bethel."5 

 

• Zechariah 6:12-13 –  
 

“Behold, a man called the Branch (lit. ‘rising’)... he shall build the Temple of the 

LORD... he shall be a priest on his throne.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 2 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Tobit%2013%3A10-11&version=NRSVCE 
 3 Klawans, J. and Wills, L.M. (2020). The Jewish Annotated Apocrypha. Oxford University Press, pg. 7. 
(https://amzn.to/4k0Uvxp). 

 4 Charlesworth, James H. (2010). The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. Hendrickson Publishers.  

 5 Martinez, Garcia (1994). The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated: The Qumran Texts in English. Brill, pg. 162. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Tobit%2013%3A10-11&version=NRSVCE
https://amzn.to/4k0Uvxp
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• Targum to Zechariah 6:12-13 –  
 

“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying, behold, the man whose name is the 
Anointed [Messiah] will be revealed and he shall be raised up and shall build the 
Temple of the LORD.”6 

 

• Philo of Alexandria  – On the Confusion of Tongues, 62-63 – commenting on Zech. 6:12 –  
 

“I have heard also an oracle from the lips of one of the disciples of Moses, which 

runs thus: ‘Behold a man whose name is the rising’ (Zech. 6:12), strangest of titles, 

surely, if you suppose that a being composed of soul and body is here described.  

But if you suppose that it is that Incorporeal one, who differs not a whit from the 

divine image, you will agree that the name of ‘rising’ assigned to him quite truly 

describes him. 

For that man is the eldest son, whom the Father of all raised up, and elsewhere calls 

him His first-born, and indeed the Son thus begotten followed the ways of his 

Father, and shaped the different kinds, looking to the archetypal patterns which that 

Father supplied.” (On the Confusion of Tongues, §62–63)7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 6 Berlin, Adele and Brettler, Marc Zvi (2014). The Jewish Study Bible, 2nd ed. Oxford. pg. 1243.  
 7 Philo, Philo, trans. F. H. Colson, G. H. Whitaker, and J. W. Earp, vol. 4, The Loeb Classical Library (London; 
England; Cambridge, MA: William Heinemann Ltd; Harvard University Press, 1929–1962), 45. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wrksphl?ref=WorksOfPhilo.Conf+62&off=5&ctx=extinguished.+%0a%5b62%5d+~I+have+heard+also+an
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4. Mystical Judaism –  
 

• Like Philo, the Jewish mystics of the first century envisioned a “Heavenly Man”(1 Cor. 15:48) 
—often identified as the Adam Kadmon—an ideal, incorruptible archetype untouched by 
fleshly corruption. This primordial figure was believed to embody the image of the invisible 
God, serving as the divine pattern after which humanity was created and by which all human 
beings are ultimately measured. 
 

• Additionally, the “body” of this Heavenly Man was conceived as both the structure of the 
cosmos and a cosmic Temple—a dwelling place for the Divine Presence (Shekinah) and the 
glory of God. Eden was a miniature “temple” in which an “image” of the God was placed – 
humanity.  
 

• As The Bible Project writes, “the cosmos is a macro temple, and the temple is a miniature 
cosmos.” This reflects the ancient biblical and Jewish mystical view that creation itself is 
structured as a sacred space, mirroring the Temple, as a dwelling place for God’s presence.  
 

• In the Zohar – a foundational text within Mystical Judaism – we find written: 
 

“For there is not a member in the human body but has its counterpart in the world as a 
whole. For as man’s body consists of members and parts of various ranks all acting and 
reacting upon each other so as to form one organism, so does the world at large consist 
of a hierarchy of created things, which when they properly act and react upon each 
other together form literally one organic body.” 

 

• This mystical thinking reflects Paul’s words to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 12:12-14): 
 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it 
is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so, 
the body is not made up of one part but of many.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


