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“But, last of all, John, aware that the physical facts had been set out in the gospels,
was encouraged by his disciples and divinely motivated by the Spirit, composed
a spiritual gospel.” [emphasis added)]

Clement of Alexandria, 150-215 AD

1. John and Literalism:
e Since the rise of Fundamentalism in the early 1900s in the United States, there has been a
prevalent tendency within Evangelical churches to interpret Scripture solely as a literal,

newspaper-like account of events.

e Truth can be conveyed through symbolic storytelling as powerfully—if not more so—than
through /zeral historical narrative alone.

2. John the Baptist — “Friend of the Bridegroom” — (Jn 3:29)

e The friend of the bridegroom makes wedding preparations with the bridegroom.

e Moses was the “friend of the bridegroom,” preparing Israel for God. Mt. Sinai is a marriage
covenant.

e John the Baptist “baptizes” — prepares the bride — in three locations:
o North — Batanaea (Bethany beyond the Jordan — Jn. 1:28) — near Galilee.
o Middle — Aenon near Salim (Jn. 3:23) — near road to Samaria.
o South - Jn. 10:40 — near Jericho and Jerusalem.

e Aenon — means “spring.” The “springs near Salim.” Today, Te/ Shalens has several natural
springs. Salim was located along the road from Scythopolis to Sychar at the entrance to
Samaria.

3. Israel The Wayward Bride:

e The Prophet Hosea is tasked as a living example of the relationship between God and the
Northern Kingdom, Israel

e Hosea must marry a promiscuous bride (Hos. 1:2).
e A prophecy that Israel and Judah will be united under one leader (Hos. 1:11).

e God tells Hosea to return to his wife even though she has been unfaithful (Hos. 3:1-5).
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4. The Well — a Meeting Place for a Bride
e Rebekah — Genesis 24:20 — Abraham’s servant meets Rebekah at a “well.”
e Rachel — Genesis 29:7-9 — Jacob meets Rachel at a “well” at “midday.”
e Moses meets his wife at a “well” (Ex. 2:15).

e TFor John’s first-century Jewish (Samaritan?) audience, they would immediately recognize the
symbolism. The “well” gives the story away.

5. Five Husbands:

e The five “covenant marriages” are the five people groups relocated after Israel’s exile.

6. Living with a Sixth Man — Rome:

e Herod the Great rebuilt the ancient city of Samaria and renamed it Sebastea — Greek “One to
be Worshiped” — in honor of Caesar Augustus.

e Herod the Great built three Temples to Caesar Augustus
o Caesarea Maritima — entrance by sea.
o Caesarea Philippi — entrance by land from Damascus to the north.
o Samaria

e (Caesar Augustus tiles: “son of god,” “god from god,” “savior.”

7. Bridal Response and Betrothal:

¢ John 4 follows the same pattern as Rebekah and Rachel, as each heads back to town to
notify their family/townspeople.

e Family/townspeople come out to meet the future bridegroom.

e The future bridegroom is invited to stay at which time the betrothal is arranged.
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8. Savior of the World
o “We know that #his man really is the Savior of the World” (Jn. 4:42).

e Caesar Augustus — and eventually by John’s Day, the Emperor Domitian — had the title
of “Savior of the World.”

e This verse in John signifies a change of allegiance for the Samaritan people.
e This language is subversive to Roman Imperial Propaganda
9. Conclusion
e The woman at the wells is representative of and spokesperson for the Samaritan people.

e The bridegroom is coming to get his wayward bride and to fulfil the prophesies of the Old
Testament.

e This represents God’s Covenant loyalty — even when Israel is not.

e Like Hosea, God promises to pay the redemption price — His Son — to bring Israel home.
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