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Introduction to Samaria and the Samaritans 

John 4 

 
1. One Nation with One King/Shepherd – Ezekiel 37:15-19 & 24: 
 
The word of the Lord came to me: “As for you, son of man, take one branch, and write on it, ‘For 
Judah, and for the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another branch and write on it, ‘For 
Joseph, the branch of Ephraim and all the house of Israel associated with him.’  
 
Join them as one stick; they will be as one in your hand. When your people say to you, ‘Will you not 
tell us what these things mean?’ tell them, ‘This is what the sovereign Lord says: Look, I am about to 
take the branch of Joseph which is in the hand of Ephraim and the tribes of Israel associated with 
him, and I will place them on the stick of Judah, and make them into one stick – they will be one in 
my hand.’ 
 
24 – “‘My servant David will be king over them; there will be one shepherd for all of them.” 
 

• If Jesus is the Messiah, John will present him, bringing together Israel and Judah.   
 
 
2. Samaritans are Descendants of the Northern Tribe of Israel - 
 

• Samaritans consider themselves Israelites, not Judeans. 
 

• The geographical heart of Samaria is the tribal areas of Ephraim and Manasseh – the sons 
of Joseph.  
   

 
3. Israel History: 
  

1110 – 931 BC United Kingdom – David and Solomon 

 Divided Kingdom – Rehoboam ruled over the southern kingdom – Judah. 

1 Kings 12 The Northern tribes rebelled, and Jeroboam became king over Israel.  
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4. Like Joseph, the Messiah will bring Brothers back together – Isaiah 11:12-13 
 

He will lift a banner (nes)for the nations; he will gather the exiles of Israel 
 and assemble the scattered of Judah, from the four corners of the earth. 
 
Ephraim’s jealousy will end, and Judah’s hostility will be eliminated. 
 Ephraim will no longer be jealous of Judah,  
 and Judah will no longer be hostile toward Ephraim. 

 
 
 
5. Israel History Cont.: 
 

722 BC Assyrian Exile of Israel 

        - The capital was Samaria 

        - 2 Kings 17 

 
 
6. Assyrian King resettles Five People Groups – 2 Kings 17:24 
 

• “from Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim” 
 

• the people did not know how to worship the “god of the country” 2 Kings 17:26 
 

• A priest was sent to teach them how to worship the God of Israel at Bethel. 2 Kings 17:27 
 
7. History Cont.:  
 

597-586 BC Babylonian Exile of Judah 

539 Cyrus Decree 

Ezra 4 Samaritans disrupt the rebuilding of the Temple. 

 Animosity builds between Samaritans and Jews in Jerusalem. 

430 BC Menasheh, son of the High Priest in Jerusalem, was exiled to Samaria and 
further taught them to follow the Torah (but not Rabbinic oral law).  

 The status of the Samaritans is complicated! 

 
 
8. Ben Sirach 50:25-26 – approx. 180 BC - (Catholic Ecclesiasticus) – 
 

25 Two nations my soul detests, 
    and the third is not even a people: 
26 those who live in Seir and the Philistines 
    and the foolish people who live in Shechem. 
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9. Temple to God at Mount Gerizim: 
 

• Shechem lies between Mount Gerizim to the south and Mount Ebal to the north.  

• Moses told Joshua to build an altar on Mount Ebal (Deuteronomy 27:2-4; Joshua 24) 

• Approx. 300 BC - the Samaritans had built their own Temple to God on Mount Gerizim. 

• 111-110 BC – The Jewish Priest/King – John Hyrcanus – destroyed the temple at Gerizim. 
 
10. Samaritans Disrupt Passover at the Temple in Jerusalem 
 

• In 6 CE, a group of Samaritans infiltrated the Temple Courts in Jerusalem at Passover and 
spread human bones. Josephus Antiquities, Book 18, Chap. 2 (30) 
 
(30) When, therefore, those gates were first opened, some of the Samaritans came privately 
into Jerusalem, and threw about dead men’s bodies in the cloisters; on which account the 
Jews afterward excluded them out of the temple1 

 
 
11. First Century Jewish Views of the Samaritans: 
 

• Shevi’it 8:10 
 

Rabbi Eliezer – “eating bread from a Samaritan is like eating pig.” 
 

o This is interpreted to mean that “eating bread” can possibly lead to intermingling and 
marriage. Hold this thought... 

 

• Mishnah Niddah 4:1  
 

“The daughters of the Samaritans are regarded as menstruants from the cradle.” 
 

o in a continual state of ritual impurity 
 
12. “How wonderful it is when brothers get along.” Psalm 133:1 
 

Samaritans Jews 

- Worshiped God - Worshiped God 

- expected a Messiah (Deut. 18) - expected a Messiah (Isa.. 11; Ezek. 37) 

- Torah as their sacred scripture  - Torah as their sacred scripture 

- Lev. 19:18 “love your neighbor” - Lev. 19:18 “love your neighbor”  

 

 
 1 Flavius Josephus and William Whiston, The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged (Peabody: 

Hendrickson, 1987), 478. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/josephus?ref=JosephusLoeb.Ant+18.30&off=0&ctx=ust+after+midnight.+~(30)+When%2c+therefore

