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John Week 34  
Jesus Immersion and the Renewal of Humanity 

Gen. 1 

 
1. Recapitulation & Theosis Theory: 
 

• Earliest Christian Atonement theory - Irenaeus 

• Atonement = Reconciliation with God. How is humanity reconciled back to God? 

• Jesus recapitulates the life of Adam but without sin and therefore creates a new humanity. 
Jesus is the Last Adam.  

  
 
2. John Showing Jesus as the Last Adam - 
 

• John’s Gospel is structured like Genesis 1 - 3. 
 

• John 18:1 – Jesus in the “garden.”  Only John mentions “garden” – Matthew and Mark 
mention “Gethsemane,” which means “olive press.”  
  

• John 19:5 – Pilate presents Jesus (Adam) as the king he was meant to be 
 

When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said 
to them, “Here is the man (ha adam)!” 

  
 
3. Jesus Immersion: 
  

• Return to Gen. 1:2 and the renewal of humanity – breaking the cycle of sin.  
  
 
 

4. Recurring Pattern of Renewal: 
 

1. Water/Chaos/Potential 

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach means both spirit and wind) 

3. God Speaks – Creation by Word 

4. Water/Chaos Divided 

5. New Creation 

6. Temptation 

7. Sin – Descent back into chaos 
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5. Genesis 1 – 3:  
 

1. Water (both chaos and potential) Genesis 1:2 

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach – wind) Genesis 1:2 

3. God Speaks Genesis 1:3 

4. Water (chaos) divided Genesis 1:6 

5. New Creation Genesis 1 & 2 

6. Temptation Genesis 3 

7. Sin (descent back into chaos) Genesis 3 

 
“When God began to create heaven and earth—  
 
the earth being unformed (Heb. tohu) and void (Heb. vohu), with darkness over the  
 
surface of the deep and a wind (Heb. Ruach – also spirit) from God sweeping over the 
water—  
 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

Genesis 1:1-3 (Jewish Publication Society) 
 
 

God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the water, that it may separate water from 
water.”  
 
God made the expanse, and it separated the water which was below the expanse from the 
water which was above the expanse. And it was so. 

Genesis 1:6-7 
 
6. Noah –  
 

• Noah is a de-creation event as the waters that had been divided in Genesis 1 are brought 
back together (Genesis 7:11-12) 

 

1. Water (both chaos and potential) Genesis 8:1 

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach – wind) Genesis 8:1 

3. God Speaks Genesis 8:15 

4. Water (chaos) divided Genesis 8:2-5 

5. New Creation Genesis 9:1-3 

6. Temptation Genesis 9:20 

7. Sin (descent back into chaos) Genesis 9:21-24 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

www.figtreeteaching.com 

John Week 34  
Jesus Immersion and the Renewal of Humanity 

Gen. 1 

 7. Exodus – crossing the Red Sea 
 

• The birth of Moses (Exodus 2) begins a new era. 

• His mother “saw and was good” (Ex. 2:2) 

• Moses is placed in an “ark” (Ex. 2:3) 

• Delivered over the chaotic waters in the ark, just like Noah.  
 

1. Water (both chaos and potential) Exodus 14 (Red Sea)  

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach – wind) Exodus 14:21 

3. God Speaks Exodus 14:15 

4. Water (chaos) divided Exodus 14:21 

5. New Creation Exodus 14:31 

6. Temptation Exodus 32:1-2 

7. Sin (descent back into chaos) Exodus 32:1-2 

 
 
8. Joshua 3 
 

1. Water (both chaos and potential) Joshua 3:15 (Jordan River at flood-stage)  

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach – wind) Joshua 3:15-16 

3. God Speaks Joshua 3:8 

4. Water (chaos) divided Joshua 3:16-17 

5. New Creation Joshua 4 (Passover celebration – 4:19, 5:10) 

6. Temptation Joshua 7:1-2 

7. Sin (descent back into chaos) Joshua 7:1-2 

 
 
9. Jesus  
 

1. Water (both chaos and potential) Mark 1:9  

2. Spirit (Heb. Ruach – wind) Mark 1:10 

3. God Speaks Mark 1:11 

4. Water (chaos) divided Mark 1:10 

5. New Creation Mark 1:11 

6. Temptation Mark 1:12 

7. Sin (descent back into chaos) NO SIN 
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10. Adam Immersed in the Jordan? 
 

• Two Jewish writings tell of Adam repenting and being immersed for the cleansing of sin – 
one in the Jordan River and the other at the Gihon Spring.  

 

• The Book of Adam and Eve: 
 

“And Adam said to Eve: 'For I will spend forty days fasting, but you arise and go to the river 
Tigris and lift up a stone and stand on it in the water up to your neck in the deep of the 
river. And let no speech proceed out of thy mouth, since we are unworthy to address the 
Lord, for our lips are unclean from the unlawful and forbidden tree...But I will spend forty 
days in the water of Jordan, perchance the Lord God will take pity upon us.' 
 
vii 1 And Eve walked to the river Tigris and did 2 as Adam had told her. Likewise, Adam 
walked to the river Jordan and stood on a stone up to his neck in water.” 
 

The Book of Adam and Eve1 
 
 

• Pirke de-Rabbi Eliezer  
 

On the first day of the week Adam went into the waters of the upper Gihon until the waters 
reached up to his neck, and he fasted seven weeks of days, until his body became like a 
species of seaweed. 
 
Adam said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of all worlds!  Remove, I pray 
Thee, my sins from me and accept my repentance, and all the generations will learn that 
repentance is a reality. 
 
What did the Holy One, blessed be He, do? He put forth His right hand, and accepted his 
repentance, and took away from him his sin, as it is said, “I acknowledge my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and 
thou forgave the iniquity of my sin.2 

 
 1 https://wesley.nnu.edu/sermons-essays-books/noncanonical-literature/noncanonical-literature-ot-

pseudepigrapha/the-books-of-adam-and-eve/ 

 2 Friedlander, Gerald. Pirke de-Rabbi Eliezer . Varda Books. Kindle Edition.  
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