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Parable of ‘Who is My Neighbor?’ 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
1. Background to Parables: 
 

• Short Story – Similar to fables, parables are short stories that captivate, inspire, and have the 
power to transform us.  
 

• Fiction – parables are not intended to recount historical events but to evoke reflection and 
transformation through storytelling. 
 

o Jesus carefully crafts every detail in the parable to guide the hearer toward a specific 
discovery.  

 

• Carry Truth—The story itself conveys a profound truth that the listener discovers as they 
reflect on it and explore all possible meanings. 
 

• Fable v Parable – Fables use plants or animals with human traits, while parables feature 
human characters that the audience would recognize.  
 

• Jesus often adds a twist for emphasis to shock his listeners.  
 

• Parables are used to communicate complex topics or messages that people often find hard 
to accept.  
 

• Parables Demand Participation: Parables function like riddles; they require the hearer to 
enter the story and reflect, not simply absorb. 
 

• Parables are a type of drash. Drash means to seek, to search, to inquire. The Rabbis use drash 
or Midrash to search for deeper meaning in the scripture.  
 

• A typical structure of a midrash is to focus on one verse from the Torah (Lev. 19:18) and use 
a secondary verse from either the writings or the prophets (2 Chron. 28:15).  
 

2. Common Misunderstandings –  
 

• Detaching from Dialogue – ripping vv. 30-35 out of the larger debate.  
 

• Moralizing the Parable – when we reduce the message to simple ethics.  
 

• When the parable is divorced from its legal context, it loses the force of Jesus' confrontation: 
redefining who is 'neighbor' in a way that overturns sectarian assumptions. 

 
3. Structure of Luke 10:25-37  
 

i. Luke 10:25-28 – Initial Dialogue 
ii. Luke 10:29      - Follow-up Question: “Who is my neighbor?” 
iii. Luke 10:30-35 – Parable Response 
iv. Luke 10:36-37 – Challenge - “Who was the neighbor?”  
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5. Transformative Learning – the Power of Self-Discovery 
 

• Jesus never provides an answer but leads the expert on a journey of self-discovery.  
 

• Jesus used the parable and God’s Word to illuminate his mind.  
 

• If you do not like the answer, who are you angry with? 
 
 

6. Main Points / The Expert Challenge: 
 

• “Expert in the Law” - an older sage “testing” the younger, very popular, teacher.  
 

• “Eternal life” – in Judaism, is a present reality that leads to the future.  
 

• “How do you read it?” – Typical response of one Torah expert to another. What is your 
interpretation? 
 

• Deut. 6:4-5 and Lev. 19:18b – the two great commandments. 
 

• Jesus responds by quoting Leviticus 18:5 – 
 

“Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them.” 
 

• Targum Jonathan, Lev. 18:5 reads 
 

“And you shall keep My statutes, and the order of My judgments, which if a man do, 
he shall live in them, in the life of eternity, and his portion shall be with the just.”  

 

• Jesus’ intelligent response pushes the expert to “justify himself” -  
 
 
7. Who is my neighbor? 
 

• Leviticus 19:18 reads –  
 

“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 

 

• In context, ‘neighbor’ is a fellow Israelite and was commonly interpreted to mean “those 
Israelites in covenant relationship with God.” 
 

• Did you have to love someone from another sect? A corrupt Sadducee? A Jewish tax 
collector? A Herodian? Someone who turns away from Judaism? A Samaritan who worships 
the same God as me but does so differently? 
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8. Main Points – The Parable 
 

• Down – moving away from Jerusalem – toward Jericho (a 15-mile desert path through the 
Judean wilderness).  
 

• “Priestly” Jericho – see the article by Joshua Schwartz on the priestly connection of Jericho 
to Jerusalem.  
 

• The fictitious Priest and Levite live in the minds of the listeners who would have made 
assumptions about their behavior – will they place the command for ritual purity above that 
of saving a human life?  

 

• To Save a Human Life – the Sages taught a principle called Pickuach Nefesh, meaning to 
save a human life.  The principle is that saving a human life is more important than any other 
commandment. Jesus agrees: 

 

If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be 
broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body 
well? 

John 7:23 
 

Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 

Luke 14:5 
 

o The challenge, then, is not ignorance but prioritization: Which command takes 
precedence when two values come into tension—ritual purity or life? 

 

• half-dead – Leviticus 21:1 says that a Priest must not touch a dead body.  
 

o “Half-dead” creates halakhic (religious law) ambiguity: is this person dead or not? The 
Priest might risk defilement, so he chooses avoidance. 

 

o An example can be found in John, who is from a priestly family (John 18:15). John 
would not enter Jesus’ tomb until he knew there was no body (John 20:4-10). 
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9. 2 Chronicles 28:8-15 
 

• The Israelites (Northern Kingdom) – based at Samaria – take their fellow Israelites captive 
and intend to enslave them.  
 

• Oded the Prophet: 
o v.9 “you have killed them in a rage that reaches heaven” 

 
o v. 10 – “Aren’t you also guilty of sins against the LORD your God?” 

 
 
10. Who Was the Neighbor? 
 

• Jesus is not just expanding the definition of neighbor — He is disrupting it. Your neighbor 
is no longer defined by group boundaries. 
 

• “Go and do likewise” has a double meaning: 
 

o Go, love like the Samaritan.  
o Go, love even the Samaritan.  

 

• The Samaritan in the parable acted like the Israelites from Samaria in 2 Chronicles. 28.  
 
 
11. Bringing it Forward: Who does Jesus want us to love? 

 

• Those who are outside of our group.  
 

• Those whom everyone agrees do not deserve love.  
 

• Those that are the most difficult for us to love.  


